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desired to see my handwriting, I answered your letter
through her. But as yet you have asked for nothing about
Old Ironsides. It will give me pleasure and I shall hold
myself as doing good service to the Navy, if you will
freely direct me as to the papers, of which copies would
be useful to you.

Your young friend, the Commander, shall have his
claims considered with that respect which your recom-
mendation warrants. He is an applicant for either of two
positions, and I hope to gratify him in the one or the
other.

The case of Ned Myers is more difficult. But I am
turning that over in my mind and hope to have it in my
power to meet your wishes. Yet I am not clear about it.

A recent event has given me much concern. A Naval
Court-Mart!al has found one of its officers, a captain,
guilty of scandalous conduct, and the specification is
falsehood, and they have not dismissed him. Were you
near me, I should take your advice as to the mode of
relieving the navy from the disgrace of a sentence which
virtually declares immoral and dishonorable conduct to
be no obstacle to a place of equality in rank, command,
and emolument with the captains of the Navy.

Very Faithfully yours,

George Bancroft.
J. Fenimore Cooper, Esqr

TO MRS. COOPKR, C'OOPERSTOWN

Head's, Friday, [August] Bth, 1845
Dearest,

Here I am at last, corning on last night, I was detained
by an arrangement made with Burgess & Stringer, by
which I sold them a right to reprint certain old books, foryear's 4th was the
